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The Great Depression

1929-1933
• The plight of farmers, who had been in a depression since

1920, worsened. 
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The Great Depression

• Already low prices for their goods fell by 50 percent    

between 1929 and 1932. 
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The Great Depression

While many people went hungry, surplus crops couldn’t be 

sold for a profit. 
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Commodity Donation Program 

of 1936
Created Under the Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt

Aimed to eliminate crop surpluses by distributing excess 

commodities to schools for meals for students who could not 

otherwise afford them.
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COMMODITY DONATION PROGRAM OF 1936

ÅThe Commodity 

Donation Program also 

created jobs for the 

unemployed: 

ÅWomen became bakers 

and cooks

ÅMen worked in 

distribution and 

sanitation
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Commodity Donation Program 

of 1936

A 1942 handbook provided by the Works Progress 

Administration (WPA) set high, exacting standards for 

everything, down to the personal appearance of school lunch 

workers.

“ Women were expected to wear a foundation 

garment, or a girdle under their uniforms, 

while men were told to wear clean socks and 

“holes should be neatly mended.”
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Commodity Donation Program 

of 1936
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Commodity Donation Program 

of 1936
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National School Lunch Act of 1946
Established by President Harry Truman

In the late 1930’s, one study found that 72 percent of schoolchildren in 

the US “failed to meet a health and fitness standard recommended by the 

National Research Council.” 11



National School Lunch Act of 1946

In 1946 a hot school lunch consisted of:

at least two (2) ounces of meat, 

a tablespoon of butter, 

two vegetables, 

and a half-pint of whole milk.
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3 PURPOSES OF THE USDA FOODS 
PROGRAM

Å1:  Surplus Removal of crops

Å2:  Price Support program for farmers

Å3:  Provide nutritious foods to school age

children
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SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOOLS WILL RECEIVE 

ALMOST $30 MILLION IN USDA FOODS IN 

SY 2017 -18
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Plenty of options from USDA
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods offer Whole Grain items

such as:

•Whole wheat tortillas
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods offer Whole Grain items

such as:

•Whole wheat tortillas and 

•Whole grain spaghetti
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods offer low sodium protein 

items such as:

•Turkey ham
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods offer low sodium protein 

items such as:

•Turkey ham

•Chicken fajita strips and 
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods offer low sodium protein 

items such as:

•Turkey ham

•Chicken fajita strips and 

•Mozzarella cheese
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods also offer red/orange 

vegetables such as:

•Fresh baby carrots
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods also offer red/orange 

vegetables such as:

•Fresh baby carrots

•Sweet potatoes and 
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USDA Foods Nutritional Facts

USDA Foods also offer red/orange 

vegetables such as:

•Fresh baby carrots

•Sweet potatoes and 

•Tomatoes
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USDA FOODS ACCOUNT FOR 20% OF ALL FOODS USED IN 
THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM

USDA 

Foods

20%
National 

School 

Lunch 

Program

80%

All Food Purchased by School Food 

Authorities
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USDA FDP: Planned Assistance Level (PAL)

Total Lunches Claimed 

X

Commodity Rate of 
Assistance

=

Planned Assistance 
Level

1 Million

X

$0.315 
cents

=

$315,000
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USDA FDP: Food Types

Entitlement 
Foods

Bonus
Foods
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Ways to spend your 

entitlement

•1)  Direct Delivery USDA Foods

•2) US Department of Defense Fresh 

Fruit and Vegetable Program

•3)  Value added commodity processing
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USDA FDP: DoD Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Program

Department of Defense Fresh  

grapefruit

oranges apples

red 

potatoes

watermelon

Domestic 
Origin
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USDA FDP: Commodity Processing Definition

Commodity processing = USDA foods sent to a manufacturer for 
further processing

For example, 

Commodity processing makes efficient use of donated foods by converting 
items into more convenient, ready-to-use forms.

whole raw 
chicken

strips

nuggets

fajita
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USDA FDP: Commodity Processing Benefits

makes the most 

efficient use of 

donated food

converts donated 

foods into more 

convenient and  

usable forms

increases lunch 

participation,          

which increases 

entitlement dollars

decreases food        

service labor

resultsin products  with 

a child nutrition        

(CN) label

increases         

food safety
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US FOODSERVICE

FT. MILL

30%

US FOODSERVICE

LEXINGTON

70%

$3.15

per case

2016-2017 CONFIGURATION

46 Counties:

86 School 

Districts

75 RCCIs, 

Private & 

Parochial 

Schools and 

Charter Schools
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QUESTIONS 

THANK YOU FOR COMING!
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